
The Times-Dispatch
PUBLISHED DAILY AND WEEKLY AT

THE

TIMES-DISPATCH BUILDING.
BUSINESS OFFICE, NO. 916 EAST MAIN
' STREET,

At No. 4 North Tenth Street,
Richmond, Va. Entered Janu¬
ary Zt, 1903< «* Richmond, va.,
aa second-class matter, under
Act of Congress of March 3,
1679.

Washington Bureau: No 216 Colontdo
Bulldlng. Fourteenth and G Streets,

Northwest, e..r.

Manchester Bureau: Carter's Drug Store,

No. 1102 HuU Street,
Petersburg HeadquarterstJ.Beverley» Hat-

rison's, No. 10H North Sycamore Street.

The DAILY TIMES-DISPATCH la sold
nt 2 cents a copy.
Tho SUNDAY TIMES-DISPATCH is

Bold at 6 cents a copy.
The DAILY T1MBS-DISPATCH, Includ¬

ing Sunday, in Wchmwid and MRn,cnhf"r'
by carrier. 12 cents per week or 60 cents

per month.
THE TIMES-DISPATCH, Richmond, Va.

~

Ono Six IThreel Oruo
BY MAIL. vcar.| Mos. j Mos. Mo.

Dolly, with Sun.Ji5.oojj2.50j_n-l*.\±J£.
7' withoursuiil S:0Tj 1.60 .75 .2b

Bun. edition onlyi 2.00 1.00 .60 .2»
.Weekly (Wed.) | 1.00 .601 .26 j-^
All Unsigned communications will he

rejected.
Rejected Communications will not ho

returned unless accompanied by stamps.

SATURDAY, JULY SO, 1WH.

rry-Tho Times-Dispatch takes the full
Associated Press Servlqe, the London

Times War Service and the Hearst News
General News Service and has Its own

correspondents throughout Virginia and

North Carolina and In the leading cities

of the country.

If you go to tho mountains, s«asl>ore
or country, have Tho Times-Dispatch
go with you.
City subscribers before leaving the

city during the summer should notify
their carrier or this office ('Phone 38).
If you write, give both out-of-town
and city addresses. J..'

The Contest of 1892.
I The Philadelphia Press remarks that

the Democr,iiic party carried the election
jn 1K92 by a gigantic system of imposture;
"that it was populism and fi'co silver in

the West and Cleveland antl sound money

In tho East."'
There is no warrant ot fact for this of¬

fensive statement. Tho Democratic plat¬
form of 1S92 way as much a pound money

platform as was the Republican plat¬
form.
The Democratic

platform said: ''W*
hold to the use of
bom gold and .'li¬
ver as the. stand¬
ard, money of the
country, and to the
cotnas? of both
gold and sliver
without discrimi¬
nating a g a n s 1
either metal or
rhargo for mint¬
age, but the dollar
unr. ot coinage oi
both metals must
be of etiual intrin¬
sic and exchange¬
able value, or be
adjusted through
Inurnatlonal agreed
¦merit 0- by such
safegruards of legis¬
lation as shall in-
suro the mainte¬
nance of the parity
of the two metals
jnd the equal power
of every dollar at
all times In ihe
markets and In the
payment of debts:

'.'.-' apd we demand
that all paper ctrt--'
r'enc'y shall beft'.opC
at par with and
redeemable in such

The Republican
platform said: "The
American people,
from tradition and
Interest, favor bi¬
metallism, and the
Kepublican party
demands tho use of
130th gold and sil¬
ver as standard
money, with such
restrict Ions and un¬

der such provisions,
t-o be determined by
legislation, as will
'secure ihe mainte¬
nance of the parity
of values of the
two metals so that
the purchasing) a nd
debt-pay hit; power
oi the dollar,
whether of silver,
gold or paper, shall
be at all, times
equal."

coin. I
In addition to the declaration contained

In the Democratic platform on the cur¬

rency question, Mr. Cleveland, In a public
^statement, made it rniito, plain that he
was opposed to the free, anil unlimited

coinage of silver at the ratio of hi to 1,

and lei it lie understood In advance that

if he should he elected and such a meas¬

ure should reach him, ho would veto it.
Tho fact Is that tho Democratic party in
1832 made a straluhtbut, courageous fislit
for sound mnnev nnd tariff reform, and
beat tho Republicans out of their bonis.
But wo have another purpose in draw¬

ing tho "deadly parallel" on currency

planks of the two platforms of 1R92. Some
folks aro saying that there is now no

appreciable difference between tho Re¬

publican party nnd tho Democratic party,
because, forsooth, they do not. differ on

the money question If so, there was no

d!fie>renco between them in JS02, The
fact is, the two parties were together on

the silver question until ISM, when the
Democrats at Chicago camo out for in¬
dependent free coinage and the Republi¬
cans came out for free coinage "by Inter¬
national agreement." The. Republicans
won. and in 1M0 were bold enough to de¬
clare unequivocally for the gold, standard,
but not until then, in the meantime the
supply of gold has enormously Increased,
tho gold standard has been established
by law, the silver question lias been re¬
tired by the logic of events, and the
Democratic party lias abandoned it. Bui
|t has not re-ceded from its position on the
tariff. The. platform of 1801, lllio tho
platform of 1K*2, denounces tho Republi¬
can tariff an a robbery. i.-1(l,n nuu |B»qe
we won In 1692, and upon thai issue and
ell that It Implies, we shall win in lOOi.

Southern Prosperity.
Jn our.i.'ews columns on Thursday men¬

tion was made of the enormous straw?
fcerry shipments handled from. North
Carolina by the Atluntic Coast Line
Railway during the pa#t season, These
shipments aggiegate.4 OOS.SGff crates oi
berries or £,U17 tar loads., It ih e.-ti.
mated that If the ruin containing these
herrles wero united into one -train they
vould string out 10 a dhHanco of mv-.t-

Ittn miles in length.
Tfo\r- UU4* Vu*xu is uitiuitleant of crop

conditions in the South. A prominent
official of tho Atlantic Const Ulno RalU

way Informs us that crops oi nil descrip¬
tions alotiK Ihe line of that road nnd

throughout tho South, wherever ho hits

gone, aro tho finest ho has ever seen,

and' that the farmers aro fairly rolling
In wealth. One fnrmcr sold his canta¬

loupe crop this year for S27.O00. nnd, while
ihero has boon a glut of ¦watermelons,
farmers generally have made money on

that cfop. It Is said that one company

proposes next year to plant In Florida

ono thousand acres In watermelons.
As to the cotton crop, our Informant

soys that it Is about as good ns tho land
can make It, and Is now fairly snfo from

harm, save nnd nlono from nn occa¬

sional hail slovm, but hall storms aro

always confined within narrow limits,

tn addition to tho cotton crop, tho state¬

ment was recently made thnt tho corn

crop of the South, especially of Texas,

is unusually largo and fine this year.

All this bops to show thn't the South
la at this time the most prosperous, sec¬

tion of the Union. Tho host part of It Is

Hint this recognized prosperity will neces¬

sarily attract settlers and enormous de¬

velopment In tho South may bo expect¬
ed from this time on,

The Right of Secession.
In his eloquent and.patriotic address on

the occasion-«f the unveiling of the Con¬

federate monument in King William on

Thursday last, Mr. A. C. |Braxton said

that up to 1861, tho right of secession
had always been an open question. Fur¬

ther on in tho report printed In The'
TInios-DIspaieh It was slater! that "At

tho conclusion of Mr. Braxton's address,
Juilgo George L. Christ.Inn, of Richmond,
mada'a stirring speech in .which ho took

issue with Mr. Braxton as to secession

being an open question nnd quoted nu¬

merous historiansj to sustain his conten¬
tion."
Tho reader Is left to infer what Judgo

Christian's contention was, but those

who know him understand well enough
that he argued the right or secession was

well established.
TI1I3 Is frankly, admitted by Mr.

Charles Francis Adams, nnd was to all

intents and purpose admitted by tho
Supremo Court of tho United Stales, in

tne famous Slaughter House cases. When

tho wit broko out ther« was no such

thing as a citizen of the United States.

Each and every State was sovereign,
each and every State had the right to

withdraw from tho Union, and tho alle¬

giance of each and every citizen ot a

sovereign State was to his State rather

than to the Union, There was no such

thing as a citizen of the United, States
until the adoption of tho fourteenth
amendment. Each State not only pre¬

served its sovereignty and reserved to it¬

self the right to secede, but reserved also

the allegiance of each and every one of

it3 citizens.

Colonial Architecture.
Our Norfolk correspondent says that a

prominent architect of New York is in

Virginia engaged In making a study of

the architecture of the various old co¬

lonial mansions throughout the State,
and tbat his observations will havo' an

important bearing upon the stylo of Mr.

John D. Rockefeller's $2,000,000 mansion

which Is to be erected shortly in New

York.
Mr. Rockefeller .-.hows his good sense.

It is a surprise to us that that stylo of

aichitec'turo has been almost abandoned

in Virginia. Of course, it Is not adapt¬
ed to all buildings, but for large coun¬

try homes, and for city homes where

there is ground room; the colonial style
with modern improvements is.ideal, We
wish that there were more such homes

in Virginia and. In Richmond. We wish

that Richmond had clung to the tradi¬

tions as most of tho Southern cities have

done and preserved this noble type of

inchitecturo instead of imitating the

Northern idea. In most respects Rich¬

mond Is Intensely Southern, but not so

In appearance.

A Human Barometer.
An infant child at West Chester, Pa.,

was recently rendered unconscious by
an electric 'bolt which struck near the

house, and subsequently turned black

over the.'body. The/ child recovered, hut

slnco then has acted ns'a sure baro¬

meter for an approaching storm. Imme¬

diately preceding tho approach of a

thunder storm tho child will turn pur¬

ple about the mouth, while its face be¬

comes quite dark and remains so until
ufier tho storm passes.
What a splendid adjunct that living

barometer would make to the Weather
Bureau! It may ba that other children
will be electrified In tho same way and

imulo to do duty as weather prophets, to

tho improvement, doubtless, of tho spr-
vice. It Is ai startling thought, a "shock¬
ing" thought. Who knows but that by
and by-this question will he contained in
the civil service examinations:
"Have you ever been struck by light¬

ning?"
In that event, Die term "political light¬

ning" would have a new and moro prac¬
tical significance.

Give Us the Free Bridge,
¦Richmond is a growing city and all
Its avenues should be wide open. The

people desire to com eto town, they
should not bo mot at the bridge by
a toll keeper and required to pay an

entrance feet, That (ls 'poor sort of hos¬
pitality and visitors resent It. If Man¬
chester desires a free bridge and is will-
lag lo pay tier part of the cost, much
more Mioukl Richmond desire It, and
much mora should Richmond bo willing
to pay |ier nurt of the cost, for clearly
Richmond will get the lion's share of the
benefits,
Tho present Council will sonn retire,

ami if it la to provide another free
bridge for Richmond It must act quickly?
Wo I.-ire there will bo no hitch In tb«)
proceed; Ihgtt.
We hope that the members will push

tin meauure gloiifc' to Its final adoption.
We are satisfied ihat this bridge will
b« a i«)^j iuvi^tmcut f«r Richmond, ami

those members of the Council who hid
In procuring It will hereafter hfcv« cause,
to bo proud of their Work. >.\'

Among Us many organizations the city
of Boston has what It calls "Tho Animal
Rescue League," nnd Us report Just sent
out shows that during the month ending
June fiOtht 1,621 cats were taken in, 724
of which wore kittens, making an

nverngo of moro than 50 neglected and
deserted pussies per day which wero res¬

cued by volunteers. In the same period
326 dogs wero brought In. To carry on

this noblo work thoro.was an expendlturo
for the month of $!>G?.a2, nhtt the Boston
Transcript, which ppeaks most approving¬
ly of tho work of tho association, tells
Its renders that If more pooplo recog¬
nized what an Incnlculnblo stun of misery
Is relieved by .this modest rcsouo work,
the current receipts would ho greater.
That Is enough to bring shame to tho
cheeks of Rlehmondcrs who tjpond their
efforts In rescuing stray children and
stiffor tho stray cats and dogs to shift'
for themselves.

The Greensboro Telegram calls atten¬
tion to tho fact that under all clrcum-
Btances Judge Parker has a way of
showing that ho knows a'thing or two.
Tho Telegram says': "Wo do not recall
that it has been printed, but tho lion.
John S. Cunningham, of Person county,
N. C, has been to see Judgo Parker at

his homo at Fsopus. It Is not related
that they talked politics, but Judge
Parker, knowing Mr. Cunningham was

a groat farmer, took him over his planta¬
tion. All of which shows Mr. Parker
has knowledge of politics."
Tho North Carolina music teachers and

music lovers hkye formed a trust, and

are expected to, have rehearsals all over'
the State. No wonder Carolina's great
men seek other States In which to

grow and stay great and peacablo..

The Bull Mitchell theory,- that «vcry
man Is a protectionist when he is pro¬
tected, and a free trader whjfcn the other
fellow Is protected, is being ably dis¬
cussed over In the Fourth District by
Messrs. Yarrell and Southall.

Judge Parker has not been notified, but

he knows ns much about it all as Mr.
Roosevelt does, which proves that a tele¬

graph wire is a good thing after all, to

say nothing of dally newspapers.

There is a lot of talk about a materiai
reduction In tho number of gubernato¬
rial candidates, and if begins to look as

if something was really, about to be doing
along that line.

Mr. Roosevelt seems to be reduced to
tho last extremity when ho appeals to

the shades of Lincoln and McKinley,
that is to say to morbid sentiment.

Politics is said to make strange bed¬
fellows, and tho Fourth District cam¬

paign is proving that politics also some¬

times makes strange competitors,

Political news from the rural regions
of Virginia indicates^'dullness, but'-there
is nothing dull about tho crop news. It
is all good.

There Is nothing in a name except when
you come to name a new bank, and
then there may be a great deal in It.

Lynchburg is a good town to find a

jury in. The high hills there keep the
people out of recah of newspapers.

Wilmington, N. C, will continue to mix
its own juleps and high balls and save

express charges.

The Republicans are actually going to
have a congressional candidate in the
Third District.

Chairman'Taggart Is an Irishman and
a fighter from 'way hack. Look out Mr.
Cortelyou.

Russia has more dread of her enemies
at home than those in Manchuria.

North Carolina Sentiment.
The Greensboro Telegram says:
We are glad to see that iho State Ex¬

ecutive Committee adopted a primary
plan. The primary is troublesome hut in
principle, it is right and the more it is
resorted to thn less troublesome and un¬
satisfactory it will be.

T.he Weldon News never loses an op¬
portunity to do a little pardonablo boast¬
ing. Hear It:
Tho Norfolk Landmark rises to remark:
"A North Carolina girl takes the first

degree over taken by a woman at a fa¬
mous Germany university. These Tar
Heels aro running away with everything."
Yes, 'tis a way wo have of "stick¬

ing" fast to everything to undertake.

Tho Winston-Sniem Scnlinol soys:
Everything would seem to indicate that

the campaign this year, both Slate and
national, will be devoid of tho bitterness
I hat has sometimes characterized- such
events In tho pawl. ThlR is well. Wo
havo never been able to understand why
a political canipulgn should bo considered
by somo people as an occasion for the
heaping of all forms of vituperation and
abuse upon'the opposing pnrly, and It Is
refreshing to note that the chances nro
that there will be little of such this
year.

The Raleigh Post says:
The Georgia Logislatura has Increased

the Governor's salary to-$5,000 a. year,We Nonh Carolina people thought we
were doing hlg business when we got the
salary of our Governor up to $1,000.
Tho Wilmington Star says;
"Judge Parker Is a man of few words,1

says tho Atlanta Journal. The few
words which Jie litis made uso of up totliis writing aro easily 'understood, too,

"....- > .... -...

Not as It Should be.
It is all right about that RoohovoU bud

teaching a class in Sunday school; ho
ougjii to keep |t up; but Iho most inter-
outing member of tho family seems to
have gotten Inst in'Iho shullle, We are
leading too little these, days about Miss
Alice. Shcf seems to have quitting to
expositions und weddings and hasn't

in mobbed /or a nionlh -by women
«er to see what sort of clothes she
a rs..Clin rlotto Observer,

Bowel Complaint In Children,
During the summer months children

are subject to disorder^ of the bowels
which should -receive careful" attention
as soon as the first unnatural looseness
of the bowels appears. The best niedl-
cine In uw for bowel complaint Is
Chamberlain's Colic, .Cholera and Dlnr-
rlieoii Remedy as It promptly controls
any unnatural,looseness of the bowels,
whether It bo In a child or an adult. For
.-,ale by all druggists.

MAKERS OF RICHMOND
Brief Sketches of Men Who Have Helped to Make tho City,

Sketch No, 81.Soi-les Began ,1une. 20,1001.

II. M. Smith, Jr., formerly Common-
weallh's Attorney of Richmond, nnd
ono ot tho best known criminal InwyerU
In the city, was born In Richmond, July
19, 1859. Ha is tho youngest son of tho
Into lllrahi M, Smith, who settled In
Richmond In 1S2S, and was Ihe founder
of tho house, of 11, M. Smith & Co., ono

of the pioneer manufacturing concerns in
Virginia. For many years both before
and after tho war, tho firm nnme was

a household Word on every farm in
Virginia antl North Carolina, and 1helr
tobacco machinery was In demand ns fnr
as Australia and New Zealand. Appren¬
ticeship In their shops ws eagerly sought,
and many of tho best mechanics In Rich¬
mond to-day were trained under tho eye
of Mr.\ Smith's father, who was a me¬
chanic and inventor of high order. .

Mr. Smith was educated nt tho V, P.
I. (Blackshurg)i and at tho University of
Virginia, of both ot which Institutions
ho Is a graduate, being a bachelor of
law of the latter. He Is tho V, P, 1.
member ot tho Executive Committee of
tho Virginia Intercollegiate Athletic As¬
sociation and president of tho local
Alumni Association. 11" has prac¬
ticed his profession In this city since
leaving college. His first partner wns
his friend 'and college mate, Syivanus
Stokes. Some time nfter Mr. Stokes's
retirement from tho bar. Mr. Smith form¬
ed a partnership with ihe late James
C. Lamb, which was dissolved by" Mr.
Lamb's election' to (he judgeship'of tho
Chancery Court of Richmond. He Ift now
tho senior member of tho well known
firm of Smith," Moncuro'nnd Gordon.
Mr, Smith showed »n early predilection

for politics. His earliest services to the
Democratic party wero at. a critical
period of ,Its history, and when tho very
supremacy of the white people wero at
stake. The value of these and subse¬
quent services has been fully recognlzod.
Mr. Smith has served on the Democratic
Stnto Central Committee, and as a mem¬
ber of the State Executive Committee.
In. 1890 Mr, Smith was elected Common¬
wealth's Attorney of Richmond, and in
1891 was re-elected, During his term
of office he. representor! the Common¬
wealth in many'cases of importance and

great public Interest, 8lnce his retire¬
ment from that office he has been coun¬

sel for the defense Inmost of the Im¬
portant criminal cases In this section of
the. State, besides enjoying nn extenslvo
practice In civil matters.
In 1M3, Mr. Smith married Miss Lucy

Gordon, dnughtcr of James Gordon, and
granddaughter of John N, Gordon, ono
of tho ante-bellum whol«aa!o merchants
of Richmond. They havo threo children,
and their oldest boy, Hlrani, who has
attended Richmond College for several
years, enters the University of Virginia,
next session.
Mr. Smith is a Mnson. ...an Elk nnd a

Shrlner, a member ot Kappa Sigma fra¬
ternity nnd of the Massachusetts Society
of Cincinnati. Ho was ono of the
founders of the Virginia Boat Club, and
Is a life member of tho same. His
favorite diversion is hunting and fishing,
and ho Is a member of the Cohoke Club,
King William county, where ho frequent¬
ly goes for rest from professional labor.

FROM Bt)X OFFICE TO STAGE DOOR.
Inner Life of the Theatre Un¬

veiled.Tribulations of the
Box Office Man.The Terra

Incognito Behind the Curtain.
Achievements of the Stage
Manager.Stage Alley, on

Closing sNight.

By Lyman B. Glover,
(Dramatic Crltlc;..for two years General

Manager for Richard Mansfield.)
Note..The series by Professor William

L. Tomlins will be.resumed next week.
¦ Q THE audience in general the

T| theatre, excepting its lobby and

J auditorium, is a closed book.
!53S5sl Aside from the box-bfflee man,

.jjj^ajll the door'kepeer and the more or.

ksa'st'tlemanly ushers, the public-does"
not come into contact with the theatre
staff. The manager is known to but
few other than his personal friends. He
does not aim to be too accessible, and
finds it beat to keep himself behind the
glass doors of the private office. Every
excursion to the front.of the house sub¬
jects him to numerous insidious attacks
from all sorts and conditions of people
who want something.anything, from po¬
sitions to passes.

On opening nights he may usually bo
found near the door, faultlessly arrayed
and theoretically, if hot absolutely, wel¬
coming tho coming guests. Comparatively
few recognizo him, hut he is prepared for
all emergencies, and stands ready, at the
piopor moment, to receive congratula¬
tions if the verdict Is favorable. Occa¬
sionally missing from his post,-it may
be safely assumed that he has been sum-,
rconed by his star for consultation, re¬

proof or some of the many kinds of un¬

pleasant ministrations of which the stel¬
lar mind, is capable in,its working hours.
But the first acquaintance of the. thea¬

tre patron is with the treasurer who
handles tickets in the box office and
must add to the patience of Job the
wisdom of a serpent, to say nothing of
on amount of diplomacy that would suf¬
fice for an entire corps of ambassadors.
Ills tribulations begin with the opening
ot tho office In the morning and con¬

tinue until the window closes nt night.
A biting letter to the manager from
some patron who complains ot Incivility
at the box office is his first greeting.
The complainant Is recalled as a some¬

what strenuous and,Irascible gentleman
who demanded certain seats that had
b<eji sold days before, ,andvin his anger
at being refused declared that all box

cfflco men were fabricators and allies of

the scalper who tolls not neither does

hs spin. This accusation, however, does

net. astonish the seasoned box office man.

Having heard It so often he- might al¬

most believe tho tale but for iho Impov¬
erished condition ot his pocketbook,
which suggests anything else than a

scalper's profit.
With this beginning of trials the con¬

cert ot nfnieilons continues with scarcely
an interruption during the day. ho

woman who brings a friend along with
her to shop for tickets as she might¦ tm
stockings and keeps the,.--line,*B
while, sh* discusses the. eligibility ot va¬

rious seats l« his special Joy. When she

turns amy after consuming ten ndmites,
saving that she will decide some othci

time, there l« nothing left for the miser¬
able treasurer hut. a moment's communion
with himself in tho shadow orthe Uckot
rack. Perhaps it is no great.jwondei that
for a time his answers aro "hort »nd-

sharp, nnd if those who had Intended to

invest $1 find themselves going away with
$2 seats or a box, they moy 8"<<B» ^
tho eloquent ticket seller Is tiying to

get oven.

Small wonder that the dear public is

occasionally annoyed'by curt answeis at

tho box offleo. Small' wonder t"fj;lie
treasurer's clastic and pr°'^, «"V'' B?."f,
nature is .sometimes tried beyond tlu_
point of endurance. Tho demand for] eiiu

seats in the fourth row iterated antl .-

iterated tho livelong day we 1-nlgh In¬
duces temporary insanity. 'Iho woman
who brings last night's tickets Willi a

painfully elaborated. story of how the
wrong pasteboards had'been given her and
u demand for the return. of her money

piles Ossa upon his Lellon- of trouble.,
although the applicant U» i>voni«Uy turned
down, while tho gent who has lost urn

tickets and wishes to be admitted on

honor Is another .gavelet on this »«a ot

trouble, . ,..¦'''¦'.' ,.,.
In like category must be placed the

many who havo developed eases of s ck-

ness In Hie family after purchasing tick¬
ets, and consequently wish to get men

money back. The amount of sickness dis¬
covered In ibis way. particularly when a

vnew play is damned by faint praise from

the. chorus of* critics, is simply appalling,
and It Is not strange at all that the
feelings-of the ticket seller are moved
to aneexter.t that ha can.'scarcely ex-

pross In ordinary language or deny tho
necessity of "fumigating" next door now
and then to obviate danger, of Infection.
The number of baldheoded men who are
hard of hearing only when a. burlesque
show Is on and lie llko gentlemen to
get front seats Is another source of won¬
der and amazement to tho genius of the
box office, who at least reap3 no small
cmpensation In the study of human na¬
ture, which is spread before him like an

open book. If, indeed, the noblest study
of mankind is man, his opportunities for
the noble study are quite unequaled. Yet
for that matter the entire business of the
theatre is in one sense a libera] educa¬
tion. Between the eccentricities' and affec¬
tations of many actors and the .peculiari¬
ties of patrons who seem to lose some

portion of their good manners when they
como Into touch with theatrical -manage-
mentsplt must be-a'dull fellow;w-hq; does;
not find his wits sharpened and his knowl¬
edge of human nature perfected.
But lingering so long at the box office

we shall never And our way to those
mysteries that Ho behind the, footlights.
Tho cerberus at the door lis too limited
In his functions to command any special
attention on this casual tour of investiga¬
tion. Time was when a friendly nod and
a bad cigar cast at this functionary
might have secured admission to many
undeserving chums. But times and cus¬

toms have changed In the box-office and
elsewhere In the theatre. Business meth¬
ods replace the old go-as-you-please cus¬
toms, and there .are checks on all em¬

ployes as carefully, devised as those made
use of In banks and other financial.Instil
tutions. No longer does the festive ,and
flashy advance agents rush through the
country leaving behind a trail of igno¬
rance and rope cigars, but quiet, gentle¬
manly antl often learned men go about
the "work of exploitation In that self-
respecting manner that compels respect.
The old days of vulgar bohemla have dis¬
appeared, and the business of amusing
people, once recognized as tho function
of rogues and vagabonds, has fallen on
better times, with only now and then a

boor on horseback to remind the pro¬
fession that it must not become too
proud, '"..-..

Behind the curtain is n. veritable terra
incognito to the average theatre-goer. It Is
known as "the back of tho house" in .con¬
tradistinction to "tho front of the house."
which Includes all tho territory between
the main entrance and the footlights.
Very few who aro not "In the business"
ever find their way to this strange depos¬
itory of illusioning paraphernalia. Oc-;
caslonally some,of the favored few are
Invited back to meet tho great man be¬
tween the acts, a favor so Impressive that
It cannot be overestimated by the fortunate
exceptions to the rule, who, by the way,
are still more fortunate If they escape
bodily harm from tho moving scenery and
rapidly descending drops.
This va3t space, with its intricate ma¬

chinery and carloads of scenery, furni¬
ture nnd properties, Is the domain of the
stango manager through whom ail or¬

ders from the management are transmit¬
ted, and who Is regarded by his more or
less loyal subjects as something of a czar
whoso favor is to bo .courted and anger
feared.
Within tho sway of men entirely great

oc reasonably so, since all terms are re¬

lative, this domain of the stage Is handled
with quiet and almost noiseless precision.
But the small martinets, the bantams
puffed by a little brief authority, tho Ig¬
norant men who try to cover their lack
of knowledge* by an infinite Btnount of
bluster, contrive to moke of the stage
an uncomfortable locality for self-re¬
specting actors who keep up a heap of
thinking, ovon though discretion impress¬
es silence upon their lips,

The working stuff of the stage .man¬
ager, always large,'is.varied by the ne¬
cessities of tho occasion. His Ideal
of a dramatic heaven Is a cast of ton
people, and at most not more .thnn two
changes of scenery, which combination
assures a comparatively serene season
after every bins Is' settled into the fore
ordaitiftd rut, But In these" days of big
companies nnd largo productions, when
quantity rather than quality seems to
bo tho ruling motto, this dream is seldom
realized. On the contrary, the. stage
manager ofion finds himself confronted
by a bewildering array of scenery that
crowds every corner ot the stage and
hangs from the gridiron a puzzling not,
work of liordore, drops... flats, and Hot

pieces.'""' , '; ,

Tho property room and the depths be¬

low tho stage'are crowded with tho no-

cesniry Impediments. Hugo wardrobe
boxes elbow ouch' other In the dim re¬

cesses below stairs. Trunks and proper¬
ty 'chests are piled high on every side,
and between the packs of scenery located
conveniently for us« the property man

hns cached tho numerous bulky articles

JULY. 80TB IN WORLD'S HISTORY
578.

Benedict I. (Bonostis), Pope, died.
gu.

Abu Abdillah assassinated; the principal actor in the revolution
which established the dynasty of the Fatimitcs in Africa and Egypt,

1095.
Ladislaus'I., King of Hungary, died.

1388.
Battle of Otterbournc on Thursday, "bout the Lammas tide," be»

tween sunrise and sunset. The youthful combatants were nearly
at the same age. Douglas was slain and the English Hotspur and
his brother taken prisoners.'

' 154°*
Thomas Abel, a chaplain at the court of Henry VIII., executed,,

He incurred the resentment of the King by his attachment to the
cause of the Queen, Catharine. He was hanged, and then drawn
and quartered.

1588.
William Stuart killed in Edinburgh by Earl Bothwell.

1673.
New York taken by the Dutch.

1711.
The British and colonial fleet, consisting of twelve men of war,«

forty transports and six store ships, with forty horses, a fine train of
artillery and all unanncr of warlike stores, sailed from Boston for
the conquest of Canada.

1718. ^

William Pcnn, the founder of Pennsylvania, died aged seventy-
four. ... At the age of twenty-four he became a preacher among the
Quakers, but by the grant of Pennsylvania hc#was placed in the posi¬
tion of a legislator and well did he sustain it.

1746.
Eight of those concerned in the Pretender's rebellion, hung, be¬

headed and disemboweled near London.
1750. ^

John Sebastian Bach, celebrated for his skill as an organist and
composer, died.

1762.
Moro fort, at the entrance of the harhor of Havana, stormed by

the English under Admiral Pococke; 400 Spaniards were cither cut
in pieces or perished in attempting to escape by water to the city;
the rest threw down their arms and received quarter.

. -1777.
General Burgoync reached Fort Edward on the Hudson River.

, 1846.
Congress passed a new tariff, reducing the duties on imported

goods. This is known as the tariff of 1846.
1864.

' The great mine under the fort before Petersburg exploded, blow¬
ing up the fort, with the regiment which garrisoned it, but. from bad
management, it proved a disastrous affair. Union loss 4,000; Confed¬
erates'only 1,050. \ .

,

1864.
General McCausland entered Chambershurg, Pa., and bun.ed it.

1864.
General Stoneman's troops attacked by a great force at Macon,

Ga., and after some hours' fighting, surrendered. During this month
Petersburg, ;Va., was bombarded nearly every day.

i860.
Great riot at New Orleans on the reassembling of the State" Con¬

vention. Many negroes and whites were killed,
1898.

Prince Bismarck, chancellor of the German empire, died.
1903.

The first joint meeting of the Army and Navy General Board
held at Washington.

which cannot find refuge In the property
room.

To brtng order out of all this appar¬
ent confusion requires not only know¬
ledge of something more than the ropes,
but. a small ormy of workmen. Delays
are always dangeroun, particularly if

they occur between the acts. The men

in the audience who can find refuge in
tho smoking room do not count the mo¬

ments anxiously, and there aro others in

every audience who can solace them¬
selves with the joys of conversation. But
there ore alwafs somo who sit with

grim determination to protest every
entre-act and object to every mlnuto
that is spent in setting the stage. The
critics, with painful visions of arduous
labor after the last curtain falls, be¬

grudge every slight delay in changing th'<
scenery, and sometimes temper praise
with damaging blame when unusually
heavy stage sets require more time than
they approve. Thus the stago manager

la, in n sense, between the devil and
tho deep sea. In order to hasten tho
work in his domain he is obliged either
to engage a very large extra force and
be grilled by tho great man for the.ex¬
pense he has occasioned, or wink at the
delays and be roasted by the same great
man for "holding the crfrtaln." As ha

usually fchooBes the former alternative,
it follows that the stage Is abundantly
supplied with men who bring the order
of a new scene-out of the confusion of
iho one just dismantled as It by magic.

-lr< fhls rtuir0ThT^ag°o0n^rponter
the scenery *^ P«g»^h ^e"hurry
oTbattie. hustle'the"furniture, bric-a-brac

^^^^^^^.
about In the hurried operation of placing0°B £d^»^P»hfosfbfinding and enthusiastic rays upon
the great mam no patter how eccentric
his orbit around 'the stage may be JThe
gas man, who cannot always hit the star
with one of his lenses, is sure of s con¬
signment to a locality reputed to be con¬

siderably warmer than heaven. ThaPa*
slon for be ng n the lime 1 ght s maeea
no myth, as many an electrician knows to

'^Thlso^ur sets of men work harmo¬
niously, but perish the'thought that one
would lend aT help ng hand.xo the craftmt'ls'not Ws^n.^The sUge manager

might rave and Imagine vain things, but
tiiR crins would lend no aid to props
nor pro'Ss to the a ectplclan. A threaten¬
ing disaster might induce some slight
modification of this unylledlng union eti¬
quette, but nothing else would force one

company In this little.regiment to help
anotiier fight Its battles. These unseen
workers back of the curtain vary in num¬
ber with the character of the am not on.

For the large production of tho Itving,
Mansfield or Sothern type. a"d f°r the
gorgeous burlesque, it^ "!fy,,,?fm «lxtvassumed that there are .from fifty to:s xty
hands employed In handling tho mechan¬
ical end of the performance. They are

neither picturesque nor o«momental In
their soiled jumpers a^d caps that ha\o
seen better days. But the ease and celer¬
ity with which a skilled BlagMw;erect great, forests, splendid "^"f'0."8,.0/beautiful interiors within the narrow lim¬
its of the stage Is a wonder to.all bo

holders. When complicated changes: oc¬

cur on a dark stage (hey seem to woik by
Instinct, with scarcely ever a bitch.or
any kind to dispel the Illusion of mnBlo.

put this la nott he only achievement of
tho man behind the scenes and his mem
In traveling from city to city he linos
scarcely two stages .anywhere or mo
same dimensions. His scenery Is made or
ample dimensions fpr the average stage,
but not for the exceptionally larero oi
tho unusually small accommodations fie-
quently met with, rlow to broaden, put
the scenery, for the-big places and eon-
traot It for the small ones Is a problem
not so easy of solution. The. architect¬
ural features, of the sconory. must be pro-
served, nil the joints remaining period,
and neither the perspective wr line of
sight can be tamperod with. In one case
the back drop representing many miles
of distance by land or sea may,be hung

far enough from the footlights to secure
proper lighting and thus create tho illu¬
sion desired. In the next city a depth of
thirty feet Is all that can bo afforded to
represent miles of smiling beauty, and tho
back drop hangs so near the footlights
that the gas man. must exercise all pi his
talents and the best of his color mediums
in order to prevent a rcductio ad absur-
dara. With room, enough and to sparein one theatre to exhibit and light the
scenery' in the best possible manner, the
next stopping place will prove so scant
In space that everything must be con¬
densed and all ornamental accessories cut
out. Yet the carpenter and his assistants
are always equal to every emergency, and
if there Is an occasional fake in their
achievements the dear public Is well
served and no one outside the pale is tho
wiser In regard to tribulations that may
have given the stage manager and,his co¬
horts many anxious moments.

* * .

There Is another, Incident back of the
footlights vyhlch the .audience,never sees.
It Is on the' last night of an e'ngagement,
when the company Is, In circus phrase, to
"pull up stakes" and move on to another
city. If the prospective, trip is a long one,
every effort musj. be rhade to place tho
belongings on the special train .at tho
earliest moment, In order that a timely
start may be possible.
Scarcely Is the first act well under way

ere huge trucks, some of them excep¬
tionally long, draw up among the shadows
of the dark alley upon which the stage
door opens. It Is always a dark ulley.
Indeed, none other would be deemed au¬
thentic.and the teamsters sometimes take
on queer hobgoblin shapes as they loiter
about, watting, as it were, for their cu",
No sooner does the curtain fall on the

first act than, hocus-pokus, presto,
change, there is a hurrying to and fro,
and x certain- subdued pandemonium
breaks loose in the erstwhile quiescent
alley. The big doors open and out conies
the disjecta membra of the scene upon
which tho curtain has' just fallen. Tine
plcco ntter another Is hustled out upon
tho waiting trucks, while "props" nnd
his helpers race back and forth, carry¬
ing out tho furniture and belongings that
are no longer needed in the play. Moved
bv scores of helpers, tho scene la soon
out nnd on Its way to the station, while
the tireless carpenters hasten to set the
next scone,, and tho curtain is up again
on time.
At tho end of this act another scene is

hurried out upon the waiting trucks, and
thus, when the play ends, the stage has
been denuded of all but the last set and
such hanging pieces na could not be ab¬
stracted during the evening. One by one,
tho Ured actors, traveling bag in hand,
move' out through tho tangle of trucks;
the star, escorted by his retinue, finds his
carriage, and tho stage door slams a fare,
well. ¦¦'-¦¦\(Copyright, 10W, by Joseph B. Bowles.)

Personal and General.
Rev. Qoorgo Freeman, vice-president

of, the British Phrenological Society, la
lecturing In this, country,
Mrs. W. H. Beauchamp has boon op.

pointed county treasurer for- Montague
county. Texas, to succeed hor husband,
who died'rooontly. ." <

James G, Blaine, 3d, Is about to carry
out his long wish to try farming. Ilia
mothor has secured a small farm for
him nt Block Island, It, I.

Mr, Caesar Decock, the oldest Belgian
painter, is dead. Ho was born In 1823.
With him passes ono of the greatest
landscape artists of this contury.
Isaac Perry Decker Is the solo Salt

Ijake survivor of tho band of 117 men,
women and children who crossed the
plains to Utah with Brigham Young in
1847. Ho was the/guest of honor at the!
ploneor colobratlon.on July 2St,h.
M. J.eutiudy, tho "Emperor of tho Sa«

hara," lias bought u beautiful residence
In Brussels, It is to bo his royal palace
and ho (imposes to establish a court or*
a magnificent scale,

popular | II I MmU I ROUTS
TO NORFOLK, OCEAN VIEW AND

VA. BEACH TO-MORROW.
$1.00 round trip to Norfolk and Ocean

View. $1.25 to'Virginia Beach. Quickest
route, No change of cars. Leaves Byrd
Street Station 8:30 A, M.


